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including.a unique marina. When ready, it is expected to
provide employment to 75,000 in technology and non­
technology sectors. The state government also expects to
garner significant revenues from it.

Construction will begin soon and it will be a unique
development for India,' says K.P. Pushparaj, general
manager at Sobha group.

About 14 per cent of the total space within the city will
be alJocated to knowledge and related industries. Public
institutions, public utility areas such as clubs, parks, bus
stops, forestry, hospitals, schools, water reservoirs and
roads will ta]{e np 45 per cent while hotels and resorts
will take up another 14 per cent. Residential areas will
comprise 27 per cent of the city.

Though the project is expected to cause only a nominal
amount of displacement in Maradu panchayat, the
Sobha group has assured the government that it will
solve alJ displacement issues on its own. The group will
also build 600 apartments of 800 sq ft each and give iliem
free to the poorest in Maradu panehayat.

Awindowbythe Hooghly
BIDYUTROY

Take the pressure-cooker like tensions of living in a
metropolis bursting at its seams. To that, add the afflu­
ence ushered in by the recent economic resurgence of
the state. What you get is a heady mix you want to get
away from.

It is this yearning for a high·quality built environment

that has spawned a number of new integrated townships
in and around Kolkata. Calcutta Riverside, coming up at
Batanagar near Kolkata, on land provided by Bata India
is one such township. The 262-acre integrated township
is a public-private initiative between the Kolkata
Metropolitan Development Authority (KMDA) and city­
based realtors United Credit Belani Group.

Two factors make it worthwhile for Kolkatans to
buy a residential unit within this township. The first is
the scope for employment at a comfortable distance
from their homes since the township includes a 25·acre
IT SEZ as well.

The second is the sheer quality of the development,
which one is unlikely to find within the city: apartments
overlooking the Hooghly or artificial lakes and villas
skirting a 28-acre golf-course. Other elements of social
infrastructure-a 6·acre shopping mall with a multiplex,
a hospital to be run in collaboration with the
Rabindranath Tagore Institute of Cardiac Sciences, a
high-school promoted by a Singapore-based institution,
and a riverfront entertainment area-promise residents
a rich experience.

All this, however, come at a price. The cheapest apart·
ment in the township costs about Rs 32 lakh. and the
highest-penthouses overlooking the river-are priced
at above Rs 1 crore.

When completed entirely by 2012, the township will
have over 3 000 residential units. Of the 377 units being
built in the first phase 60 per cent has been sold.

To give the project a typically Kolkata-feel, various
parts of the township are being named after parts of
the city. The shopping malJ for instance, has been
christened Esplanade, while the golf condominiums
are called Golf Green.
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No. of townships Area in acres

Ban alore 10
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Mumbai 6
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---
Kolkata 4
Jai ur 14
Chandi arh 2
Chennai 4
Pune 6
Pani at 4

To improve connectivity, the promoters plan 0 con­
vert the narrow roads around the township leading up to
Bata Modh into fom'-laned highway . Also part of the
blueprint is a bus-hub near the town hip.

The mega project itself promises to be a big emplo .
ment generatOl: It is expect d to employ about 35,000 peo­
ple directly, and six times that number indirectly 'A
large amount of employment will be generated through
ervices such a transportation and the growth in

demand for external consumables." said Sumit
Dabriwala, the managing director of Riverbank
Developers.

According to Dabriwala. integrated townships such
as Calcutta Riverside are lil<ely to emerge as the resi­
dential destination of choice because of their well­
planned layout. "If you are living in the city, you never
know what shape the road or the footpath in front of
your hou e is going to take. But in these townships
there is a controlled enviromnent which is unlikely to
change,". ~id Dabriwala.

Avillage dreams big
YE HAKHAN

Once a salt pan on the Arabian seashore this tiny village
is all set to morph into a "world·clas " township.

Dahej is likely to be home to the fir t·ever Pe ·oleum.
Chemical and Petrochemical Investment Region
(P PIR) that's exp cted to be spr ad across 20,000
hectare" The imm diate fallout of this SEZ area will be

the new housing infra tructure that will come up
on a 45-km stretch between Dah j and Bharuch, the
nearest city

Spe lallsrng a a port meant to handle chemical and
petroleum products. Dahej is no getting fast equipped
with strategic linkages, with connectivity to National
Highway No 8, linking Ahmedabad and Mwnbai, an air­
port in Vadodara nearby and a railway main line
between Dahej and Bharuch.

The Gujarat Indu trial Development Corporation
(GillC), which i handling the infrastructure develop­
ment in the region has acquired over 1,000 hectares 10·
15 km away from Dahej on the Dahej-Bharuch Road to
cater to the residential needs of an estimated 50,000
population.

.. We intend to build a world cla city. omething on
the line of London or fumbai. with not only Indian

C developers but even European companies sho ing
intere t in taking over the housing infrastructure devel­
opment, to said Jayesh Rao, the Gill divisional manager,
central Gujaral.

While developer have shown intere t, GIDC intend
to be flexible and said it could even decide to let corpo­
rate design their residential hub lhemselve. or hand
the ork partially to private contra.c ors.

Dahej village ha a population of a.round 2,000 but U1e
workforce of [hi port town-which has {,'iants like
ONG I L&G P tronei. ABG Shipyard, Gujarat
Flourochloro Chemicals and Birlas-prefers to reside in
neighbouring Bharuch city which i barely 40 km away.
This h hot up the land prices astronomically, with the
newly elected Vagara MLA Iqbal Patel from the area
admitting that the land prices have hot up to nearly a
crore toupees per acre near Bharuch city


