
Rajesh Sinha. New Delhi

The BJP has taken criticism from its de-
tractors in its stride so far, but criticism
from its parent organisation, the RSS, is
proving to be the unkindest cut of all.

Frequent advice given publicly by RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat is generating some
disquiet in the party.

BJP spokesperson Prakash Javadekar
issued a statement on Tuesday denying
there was any heartburn in the party over
attempts by the RSS to micro-manage its
affairs.

Even the RSS denies it controls the BJP,

though formal statements like “BJP will
take its own decisions” are increasingly be-
ing overshadowed by comments like “we ex-
pect the BJP to do this…”

The BJP leadership is not quite en-
thused. The mood in the party is to resist
this “interference” in the party’s affairs. It
is also not in keeping with the RSS charac-
ter, they point out. As a BJP leader said, “No
sarsanghchalak (RSS chief) has been so
proactive, given so many interviews and
said so many things in such a short time.”

Earlier, RSS chiefs would rarely make a
public appearance. They would give just one
interview a year to a select journalist. But
that was until Mohan Bhagwat took over as
RSS chief in March. Also, the RSS chief ’s
wish was occasionally conveyed in the form
of a mild signal or suggestion, and compli-
ance was prompt.

Nowadays, advice and comments are be-
coming frequent. Perhaps the RSS feels the
need to do so considering the state of affairs
in the BJP: trouble in the central leadership
and in state units as factions take their fight
to different parts of the country to make
their clout felt. If this shows an erosion of
the BJP leadership’s authority, the reluc-
tance by central leaders to follow the RSS
“advice” shows a loosening of RSS control

over the BJP. An open defiance of the RSS,
however, is still unthinkable in the BJP.

Prakash Javadekar said there was no
anger in the party at Mohan Bhagwat’s re-
cent statement that the post of party presi-
dent would be occupied by somebody from
outside Delhi. “There is no RSS interfer-
ence in BJP affairs. It is media interpreta-
tion. He said BJP will take its own deci-
sions,” Javadekar said.

BJP gets unkindest
cut from the RSS

WORD COUNT: BJP leaders say RSS often
‘advises’ Rajnath on party’s affairs

Rajnath meets Bhagwat to
‘discuss’ party affairs
BJP president Rajnath Singh paid a visit
to RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat on
Wednesday to discuss party affairs amid
growing resentment in a section of the
party against the latter’s attempts to
“micro manage” the party affairs. 

Sources said the leaders discussed
issues relating to state of affairs in the
BJP and the future course it has to take.
The BJP chief draws his strength from
RSS support, unlike the Advani camp,
which is not pleased with Bhagwat’s
statement that party president will be
from outside Delhi. 

Many in the party resent
parent organisation’s 
‘interference’ in its affairs 

New Delhi:The recently passed
Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act will
give an estimated 160 million
children, who are currently out
of school, access to quality ed-
ucation, HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal said on
Wednesday.

The country
will need millions
of teachers to meet the goal of
Education For All by 2015 and
to provide secondary and vo-
cational training to youths, he
said at the National Education
Day function organised to com-
memorate the birth anniver-
sary of Maulana Abul Kalam

Azad, the first education min-
ister of independent India.

Sibal said the Gross Enrol-
ment Ratio (GER) in higher ed-
ucation, which is 12.4%, is un-
acceptable. The government
wants to increase the GER to

30% by 2020, he
said. The global
average of GER
is 23%.

On the occasion, UNESCO
director general Koichiro
Matsuura was conferred with
Degree of Doctor of Litera-
ture (Honoris Causa) by Na-
tional University for Educa-
tional Planning and Admin-
istration (NUEPA). —AGENCIES
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The Aero SEZ is being worked
out in collaboration with the US
Aerospace Supplier Develop-
ment Mission to India to intro-
duce American companies to In-
dian joint-venture groups, in-
dustry representatives, and
Western original equipment
manufacturers based here. The
SEZ would also introduce the US
companies to industry and gov-
ernment officials here to learn
about opportunities they can ex-
ploit through various aerospace
programmes.

Apart from this, the Bangalore
Turf Club (BTC), which is also
looking at relocating to Chikka-
jala in Devanahalli taluk, would
see an investment of Rs350 crore,
and major premium residential
complexes would invest a further
Rs1,500 crore.

After the BIA began opera-
tions, widening of national high-
way-7 (Bellary Road) and im-
provement of state highways

connecting Whitefield and
Hoskote with North Bangalore,
opened the avenues for big mon-
ey to move in, say property de-
velopers.

Now, the avalanche has begun,
and little land is available in the
30-km radius of the airport.

Bangalore Turf Club steward,
N Harindra Shetty, says: “When
the first greenfield international
airport (BIA) was located, the
momentum in the shift of
growth had begun.”

He says the comprehensive de-
velopment plan (CDP) 2015 has
already re-zoned huge quantum
of land for residential, commer-
cial and industrial activities in
Devanahalli and around.

“If any more indication is
needed, the SEZ declared in the
north of Bangalore should pro-
vide that,” adds Shetty.

“Yes, Devanahalli in the north
of Bangalore is emerging as a
‘great grab’ story also for those
looking for residences,” says a
top Mantri Developers executive.

Devanahalli a ‘great
grab’: Developers

studygroup

New Act on education
will cover 160 mn kids

Coming soon: Law to protect informers
Rakesh Bhatnagar. NEW DELHI

The Centre is ready with a legisla-
tion to protect individuals or organ-
isations who inform on someone en-
gaged in illegal activity, and may
present it in Parliament at the start
of the winter session this month.

The global corruption watchdog,
Transparency International (TI),
had last month passed a resolution
urging all the countries to come out
with laws to protect whistle blowers.

“Governments should create or
strengthen the legal and institu-
tional tools that protect honest and
engaged individuals who report
wrongdoing. To do so, governments
should develop dedicated legislation
or implement clear and effective im-

provements in existing legal frame-
work,” says the TI resolution passed
at the Berlin conference.

The Indian law, prepared by de-
partment of personnel and training
proposes to keep central ministers
out of the purview of the enactment,
sources say. Any person can file a
complaint alleging corruption or
make disclosure against any Central
government employee or any other
public sector undertaking to the cen-
tral vigilance commission (CVC).

The CVC would enjoy the powers
of a judicial body. This means it
would be able to summon anybody,
direct the police investigation and
ensure that the complainant is pro-
tected. In case the CVC finds the com-
plaint to be motivated or vexatious,

it will be empowered to take what-
ever steps it deems fit. However, the
CVC wouldn't entertain any disclo-

sure on which a public inquiry has
been ordered under the Public Ser-
vants Inquiries Act, 1850, or a matter

that has been referred under the
Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952.

In case the informant's identity is
disclosed against the CVC's wishes,
it can punish the person/agency re-
sponsible for making the disclosure.

The demand for a law to protect
whistle blowers was made seven
years ago, when a 31-year-old civil
engineer, Satyendra Dubey, gave in-
formation on corrupt practices in
the Golden Quadrilateral project.
Dubey, who was working with the
National Highways Authority of In-
dia  sent the culprits’ names to then
prime minister Vajpayee's office.
But, the PMO circulated his letter
carrying his details among other of-
ficers. On November 27, 2003, Dubey
was murdered in Gaya, Bihar.

Koda gifted 600 vehicles
to please his supporters

Ranchi: Former Jharkhand chief minis-
ter Madhu Koda, who was Wednesday in-
terrogated for his role in a Rs2,500 crore
money laundering scam, distributed hun-
dreds of vehicles to supporters and used
the mines department and electricity
board to expand his financial empire, of-
ficials here said.

Koda, an independent Lok Sabha MP,
purchased and distributed around 600
bikes, 25 to 30 Scorpios, Boleros and other
four-wheelers to his supporters during the
Lok Sabha elections this year, officials in
the income-tax (I-T) department said.

On Tuesday, sources said, I-T sleuths
searched two showrooms of motor bikes and
four-wheelers. They found that 200 bikes had
been sold in one day from one showroom and
have now sought help from the transport de-
partment to seek registration details.

Koda is also charged with misusing his
position as mines and geology minister and

later as chief min-
ister. In the name of
allocating mines,

he allegedly sent a recommendation to the
central government suggesting a list of
names for the lease of 17 iron ore mines,
sources said.

The state government recommends to
New Delhi the allocation of bauxite and
limestone mines as well as survey work of
gold and diamonds.

He also used his influence to push certain
private groups for the lease of coal blocks,
an official said. The list is long, he added.

Koda is also accused of disposing of 40
files related to mines in just one day in Feb-
ruary 2008. The I-T department is scrutin-
ising mines deals from 2004 onwards.

The charges against him include con-
verting black money into white by acquir-
ing sick companies. “We are trying to un-
earth the channels through which money
was generated and channelised inside the
country and how they were sent to foreign
countries. The focus of investigation is
Koda and his associates,” said an official,
adding that they were acquiring new in-
formation every day. —AGENCIES

TAXING TIME: An Income-Tax official enters the residence of former Jharkhand
CM Madhu Koda to question him in the multi-crore scam

A senior officer, income-tax department

We are trying to unearth the channels
through which money was generated and

channelised inside the country and how they
were sent abroad by Koda (left) and his aides.” 
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London: A UK court has sentenced
a Briton to a minimum of 18 years
in prison for the “racially-aggra-
vated” murder of an Indian Navy
officer near a Glasgow restaurant
in March.

Christopher Miller had knifed 30-
year-old Kunal Mohanty in the neck
as he walked to the restaurant with
his friends. Miller, 25, claimed in
court that the incident was a
botched mugging, but a jury at the
high court in Glasgow returned a
unanimous verdict of murder.

Sentencing him, temporary judge
John Beckett told Miller on Tuesday:
“Your behaviour after the murder
suggested that you were anything but
sorry and appeared to be celebrating.

“The murder was racially aggra-
vated. There can be no justification
for slashing the neck of someone who
did you no harm... To do so because

of the colour of a man's skin is as in-
comprehensible as it is evil," he said.

During the trial, prosecutors said
the seaman was attacked because
of his skin colour.

Mohanty, who was due to become
a father for the first time, was in
Glasgow to sit his captain’s exams at
the city’s Nautical College. The
court was told that he was left bleed-
ing to death from an 18cm long hole
in his neck. A doctor described Mo-
hanty’s neck injury as “one of the

worst he had ever seen”.
Prosecuting lawyer Dorothy Bain

said it was “an atrocity delivered
without mercy, a death blow” and
“an unprovoked attack on a blame-
less, defenceless and wholly decent
man because Christopher Miller
didn’t like the colour of his skin”.

As Mohanty lay dying in the
street with blood gushing from his
neck, Miller and his friend John Mc-
Grory, 20, were seen on CCTV run-
ning through a car park celebrating.

Millers brother Jamie Miller, 17,
gave evidence during the trial and
said Miller told him he had “done a
Paki”.

The judge said everyone in this
city and this country should be
ashamed of his actions.

He told Miller that it would be up
to the parole board to decide when
he is released. —AGENCIES

18 yrs for navy officer’s killer
Kunal Mohanty was to
become a father for the
first time. During the
trial, prosecutors said he
was attacked because of
his skin colour

New Delhi: The centre is a bit jittery after in-
vestigations revealed that Lashkar-e-Tayiba
(LeT) militant David Headley had made sev-
eral visits to India. It suspects that Headley
may have done a recce of some vital installa-
tions that may have been shortlisted by LeT
as targets for terror strikes. On Wednesday it
asked five states, including Delhi and Maha-
rashtra, to be on alert.

Home ministry sources said the alerts were
issued as a precautionary measure after it
was found during investigations that Headley
had visited India nine times during 2006-09.

During his trips to India, Headley — who
was arrested by
the US’s Federal
Bureau of Inves-
tigation (FBI) on
October 3 on
charges of con-
spiring to carry
out terror strikes
in and outside the
US — had visited
Ahmedabad, Luc-
know, Agra and
Delhi besides es-
tablishing an of-
fice in Mumbai,
investigations
have revealed.

The sources
said Headley, a US
national, had
done a recce of
National Defence
College and vital
installations in
other cities. Headley could have established
sleeper cells in these states, and the alerts
were issued to warn the states of this possi-
bility, they said. He was also recruiting cadres
for the LeT, the investigators said. FBI has
also arrested his accomplice Tahawwur Hus-
sain Rana, 48, a Canadian citizen of Pakistani
origin. A Chicago court has given the FBI 60
days to complete its investigations and file an
indictment into the foiled terror plot.

American investigators said Headley made
multiple trips to Pakistan, where he spent
“substantial time” undergoing training from
the terror group. —AGENCIES

Headley may
have set up
sleeper cells
Centre issues terror alert 
to five states, including 
Delhi and Maharashtra

Headley had
visited
Ahmedabad,
Lucknow, Agra
and Delhi besides
establishing an
office in Mumbai

LAND MARKED: The development plan 2015 has re-zoned land for
residential, commercial and industrial activities in Devanahalli 

What’s in it
Central ministers will be kept
out of the purview of the law

Complaints can be made
against central government
staff and those from PSU
undertakings to central vigi-
lance commission 

The CVC will be empowered
to summon people, direct
police investigation and
ensure that the complainant
is protected

Why it was sought

The demand for a law to protect
whistle blowers was made seven
years ago when civil engineer
Satyendra Dubey, 31, working on
the Golden Quadrilateral project,
was murdered for revealing the
names of corrupt officials and
contractors to the prime minis-
ter Vajpayee’s office. He was
killed after the PMO circulated
the details to other officers

Investigators say they are acquiring new information every day
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ROYAL DUTY: Prince Felipe and princess Letizia of Spain lay
a wreath at the samadhi of Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat, in
New Delhi, on Wednesday

AFP

Home ministry trims
VIP security list

Union home ministry has
pruned the security list

of VIPs in the Z and Z-Plus
categories and has removed
the protection for the rela-
tives of former home minis-
ter Shivraj Patil, besides
scaling it down for some re-
tired bureaucrats. The Min-
istry has not touched politi-
cal stalwart like RJD chief
Lalu Prasad, Samajwadi
Party chief Mulayam Singh
Yadav and K Natwar Singh,
who ceased to be external af-
fairs minister three years
ago. LJP leader Ram Vilas
Paswan, Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Mayawati and Shiv-
raj Patil remain in the Z cat-
egory, in which 45 guards
are used at a time to protect
the VIP.

IED found near J&K
braveheart’s home

An Improvised Explosive
Device (IED) was recov-

ered by security forces near
the house of Rukhsana, who
shot into limelight for
killing an LeT militant, in
Rajouri district, less than a
fortnight after militants at-
tacked her residence. Acting
on a tip-off, security forces
and bomb disposal 
squad rushed to upper
Shadra-Sharief village 
in Thanamandi tehsil of
Rajouri district on Tuesday
night and recovered the ex-
plosive device near
Rukhsana’s house, police of-
ficials said. It was later 
defused. On October 29,
militants had hurled two
grenades and open fired 
at her house.

India, France to
finalise nuke deal 

India and France are expect-
ed to finalise by next year

the contract for setting up two
civil-nuclear power plants in
Maharashtra through a joint
venture. Describing the nego-
tiation between Nuclear Pow-
er Corporation of India Lim-
ited (NPCIL) and France’s nu-
clear company Areva as
“quite well”, ambassador of
France to India Jerome Bon-
nafont said on Wednesday
that the contract is expected
to be finalised by next year.
He said the contract, under
which two power plants of
1,650 MW each will be set up
in Jaitapur in Maharashtra,
was given by Avera this year
around mid-July and the ne-
gotiations were on between
the two sides.

Former Maoists to
fight assembly polls

Six former Maoist rebels
have decided to shun vio-

lence and join the political
mainstream by contesting the
coming Jharkhand assembly
elections, which begins on
November 25. Four rebels
have been given ticket by the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) and one each by the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
and the All Jharkhand Stu-
dents Union (AJSU). The four
JMM nominees are Masih
Charan, Polush Surin, Satish
Kumar and Yugal Pal from
Khuti, Torpa, Daltanganj and
Vishrampur seats, respective-
ly. The AJSU has given ticket
to Kuldeep Ganju for the
Simeria assembly seat and
the RJD has nominated Ran-
jan Yadav in the Paki seat.

Actress gets vulgar SMSs, files complaint

Bollywood actress Minissha Lamba
has lodged a police complaint

against unidentified person for
allegedly threatening her over phone
and sending her vulgar and abusive
text messages, the Mumbai police said
on Wednesday. An FIR has been regis-
tered at the Versova police station
against the accused.

Ranchi: Arrest warrants
were served on two key
aides of former Jharkhand
chief minister Madhu Koda
on Wednesday for defying
summons to appear before
the Income-Tax department
in connection with the case
of alleged money launder-
ing filed against them.

“We have served the
arrest warrants against

Binod Sinha and Sanjay
Choudhary and have asked
the police to arrest them,”
additional director (inves-
tigation, I-T), Ajit Srivastav,
told newspersons here.

“We got information that
Binod Sinha is in town. His
lawyers approached us
requesting permission to
accompany Sinha during
questioning. But that will

be decided only after he
appears before the IT,” he
said.

Wednesday was the sec-
ond deadline given to
them to appear before the
I-T department after they
had ignored the first sum-
mons asking them to
appear before the investi-
gating officials on
November 6. —AGENCIE

ARREST WARRANTS AGAINST TWO AIDES


